
THE MORTICIANS are popular with teen-agers as a rock and roll (kneeling) on the guitar; Don (Spike) Birmingham on guitar; Mark 
combo. They are Door county youths and from left are: Dan Dufek Baudhuin on the drum and Phil Lampereur, guitar, 
on the electric organ; Tom Berns - Harmann (Aug 1966) 

Morticians have a 'live' beat 


The Morticians of Sturgeon Bay are one of 
the popular teenage rock and roll combos 
in the Sturgeon Bay and surrounding area. 

They are comprised of Don Birmingham 
on the guitar, also the leader of the group; 
Mark Baudhuin on the drums; Phil 
Lampereur, guitar; Dan Dufek, too plays 
the electric organ, and Tom Berns, lead 
guitar. The group was formed at Southern 
Door high school and their first formal 
engagement was at the Sadie Hawkins 
dance held in the Southern Door high 
school in October 1965. 

Larry Eifert, formerly lead guitar and 
soloist, is no longer with the combo. At one 
time he played with a band in Springfield, 
Ill. Danny Dufek got into the act in 
December of 1965 and Don (better known 
as Spike) Birmingham, joined the 
group-March of this year. 

Spike is now acknowledged as the leader 
of the bunch and in addition to playing 
guitar, driving their "bus" and getting 
engagements, he does some of the singing. 
Phil and Tom also do some of the 
vocalizing when they play at teenage 
dances. 

The oldest of the group is Spike, who is 
also the only one who is married. He has a 
son about a year old. The others are still in 
high school or have just graduated this 
past June, The combo plays rock and roll, 
rhythm and blues compositions, including 
modern songs. None of 


the group uses sheet music as they all play 
be ear. However, Danny can read music 
and so can Tom, who used to play the 
piano. 

Danny is able to play a number of musical 
instruments and played in the Southern 
Door high school band for a couple years, 
as did Mark. Dan also is the organist at 
Salem Lutheran church and plays regularly 
for services there. 

Not using sheet music, the group relies on 
the radio and records for their scores. After 
having heard a song they can sit down and 
beat out the tune with the best of them. 
"Hanky Panky" and "Sweet Pea" are hits 
right now. 

In addition to playing at school dances 
the boys also play at some of the nearby 
places where the young folk are known to 
gather for dancing and a good time. They 
have ranged as far south as Manitowoc and 
have a number of engagements in the 
Manitowoc area for the immediate future. 

With a name like the Morticians it would 
hardly come as a surprise to learn that 
they have purchased an old hearse in 
which they ride to engagements with their 
instruments. 

"It’s a good car to use for carrying the 
organ, amplifiers and other instruments 
with us when we play," aid one of the 
young musicians. 

The "bus" is an old hearse of Jack 
Stoneman's which was originally painted a 
sedate brown. 


It was later repainted white and when the 
boys picked it up for their own use, they 
retouched the spots where the white paint 
had worn down" to the brown, giving a 
Guernsey effect. 

The hearse is a 1948 Packard, straight 
eight, and the motor was in excellent 
condition. Spike as leader is usually the 
driver, although they all have driver's 
licenses and can double on the wheel when 
necessary. 

Dan has a special compact organ which 
he plays in the combo, "one made 
especially for rock and roll," he said. "It 
also had a special price," he added. 

Southern Door sports fans will recall that 
Spike was proficient in football, track and 
basketball during his high school days. He 
now works at one of the local shipyards. 

The young musicians have about $6,200 
invested among them in their equipment 
and transportation. This was all paid for 
out of earnings from other jobs as well as 
their dance engagements. 

The boys give out with a real "live" beat 
and one would-be critic once asked, "Do 
the Morticians have a 'dead beat'?" 
Any-one hearing them play would shout, 
"No!" 

What else does Dan Dufek play the organ 
for at church beside regular worship 
services? Wed-dings, of course, and what 
else? You're right - funerals! 








